Looking at newspaper headlines and stories

1. Subject
English 

2. Topic
Newspaper headline and story writing
3. Key Stage/Year Group
Key Stage 3

4. National Curriculum links 
Reading – Media (5 a)


Writing - Composition - writing to inform, explain, describe (1e, f, g)

5. Scheme of Work links
Could form part of a scheme of work on newspapers (see Newspapers unit here)


This unit includes looking at both sentence level (headlines) and text level (appropriate organisation of a news story)


Includes references to: noun, verb, preposition, present tense, active and passive voice.


Also to: alliteration, pun, exclamation, and colloquial.

6. Duration
One hour – or could be broken into sections to support work on another topic which required presentation in newspaper format

7. In this lesson pupils will:
Consider how news stories and headlines are written and write their own examples.

8. Learning objectives 
Pupils should learn to recognise how news stories and headlines are written and be able to write their own.

9. Resources required
Worksheet - News_stories.doc


You may wish to modify the sheet before copying it for a class to suit a topic you wish them to write about.

10. Learning activity
News stories

Using the worksheet and possibly a quick notes and a diagram on the board, explain the principle of the ‘5 Ws’ and the idea of the inverted pyramid: start with the main items, work towards the less essential.


Try this out with the classic news story – how could they tell the “Man bites dog” story in this way? 

The theory is that this is easy to read and enables easy editing – the later bits can most easily be jettisoned by an editor with little room, but the essentials of the story will still be in first two paragraphs. The technicalities of this may be too subtle for some students, but try to make them understand that they put the real news in the first paragraph instead of beginning with what the family had for breakfast that morning.


Headlines

After going over the points on the first page, again try this out with the classic news headline on the board, getting the class to brainstorm as many alternatives for each word in turn. 
Thus:
“Man bites dog” becomes:
“Angry German shepherd in revenge attack at Crufts”.

11. Learning outcomes 
Students write a news stories and headlines

12. Extension 
Find examples from recent papers for each of the headline styles mentioned. Can they find any other styles?


Do certain kinds of papers tend to sue certain headline styles? 

(See Newspapers unit for an exploration of tabloid/broadsheet categories0

.




13. Special needs 
Less able students may need to be provided with either starter story outlines and/or example headlines to use.

14. Further information 
See other newspaper units here. 

Use of ICT: 
Students could find examples from online newspapers.


Students use ICT to produce work in appropriate newspaper style – columns, etc.
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